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Catherine Best, 2008
Cat began volunteering in government offices and
political campaigns at 16. At SJU, she was able to
continue this passion by acting as Campus Coordinator
for President Barack Obama’s 2008 Democratic Primary
Race in Pennsylvania. Then, having been bitten by the
travel bug during my fall semester abroad in 2006, she
decided to work as a teaching assistant in France after
graduation. Returning to New Jersey just in time to
volunteer on the 2009 Governor’s Race, Cat learned of
an opportunity to work in the district office of
Congressman Steve Rothman. Later, with almost three
years of experience behind me, she moved to the office
of US Senator Robert Menendez, where I worked on
issues related to Banking and Housing. From there, Cat
earned her current position as New Jersey REALTORS®
Grassroots and Legislative Coordinator, working on
local and state issues that affect the real estate
industry, lobbying to make sure the needs of
REALTORS® are heard and protecting the rights of
private property owners. She helps manage the
political action committee, RPAC, and determine which
primary and general election campaigns we will
support. Finally, as part of a team that decides where
independent expenditures are needed, Cat helps
provide further support for candidates.

Rachel A. Bahn, 2004
Rachel A. Bahn is an instructor of agribusiness and the
Director of the Food Security Program at the American
University of Beirut in Lebanon. She previously worked
as an international economist with the U.S. Treasury and
the U.S. Agency for International Development in
Washington, DC. After graduation from SJU with majors
in IR and French, she taught English in la Réunion, a
small island off the coast of Africa, for a year; then
learned about the ins and outs of government while
working for the PA Senate; and earned a Master of
International Affairs from the Johns Hopkins University
School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS). Key
experiences on her path included a junior year beyond
the SJU campus, spending one semester as an intern
with the U.S. Department of State and a second studying
in Strasbourg, France; service learning activities
including Project H.O.M.E., Project Appalachia, Project
Haiti, and the Native American Experience; and
challenging coursework and research in the International
Relations Program.

Sean P. Kelly, 2009
Sean is the Program Officer at Jesuit Refugee Service/USA
(JRS/USA) where he administers international programs funded by
the State Department and private donors to be sure they are
achieving their goals and staying on budget.
Sean’s work at JRS has been varied. Early on, he monitored
developments in Sudan. That work led to a published essay (see
Refugee Voice) and a roundtable discussion of the crisis there. He
also developed the online Religious Services Guide for chaplains
who minister to people in U.S. immigration detention.
Before joining JRS, Sean had multiple jobs and internships,
including one in government relations at Life Technologies, two
with Congressmen (Joe Sestak and Glenn Nye) and also one in the
Policy Branch at NATO's HQ Supreme Allied Commander
Transformation.
At SJU, Sean was active in service and had a stellar academic
record. During his senior year he wrote an honors thesis on
microcredit and peacebuilding in Bosnia which won a Claver Prize.
This coming fall, Sean goes back to school with the help of a full
scholarship. He will begin a Master’s Program at Georgetown’s
Walsh School of Foreign Service while staying on part-time at JRS.

Jill Stracko, 2006
Jill Stracko, POL & IR – Phi Beta Kappa, Departmental
Honors, Truman Scholarship semi-finalist, & varsity field
hockey goalie – who took advantage of every opportunity –
Philadelphia Internship, Washington Internship, and
challenging courses to land her first job in the Legislative
office of then-Senator Joe Biden (DE) in Washington, DC in
2006. While she hoped Biden would make a successful bid
for the White House, Jill ended up there anyway in 2009
when the Obama-Biden ticket first took office as a Senior
Writer for the President and then Head of the Writing
Department in the Office of Presidential Correspondence. In
2011 she left DC and government for Silicon Valley and tech,
moving to San Francisco for a role at Google. She’s still there
today, and has managed company-wide events for Google’s
55,000 employees and internal and executive
communications for the Chairman of the Board, Chief
Financial Officer, multiple Vice Presidents on the Sales and
Business teams, and currently the Senior Vice President for
Ads and Commerce.

Elizabeth Jenkins, 2009
During her time at SJU, Beth studied abroad in
Madrid, traveling throughout Europe, and
caught the travel bug! She began her career as
a consultant with McCabe World Travel, a
Virtuoso agency, just after graduation. Her
degree in International Relations and Latin
American studies has suited her for a career in
travel with a specialization in Latin America. In
2010, she received the Rising Star Award from
Luxury Travel Advisor magazine and in 2011 was
named to Travel Agent Magazine’s Top 35 Under
30 list. In 2012, 2013, and 2014 Beth was named
to Travel & Leisure Magazine’s A-List of the
World’s Top Travel Agents. She is the youngest
advisor to make the A-list. When she is not
traveling, Beth enjoys life in Washington DC and
is a member of the SJU DC Alumni chapter.

Maria Selde, 2012
Maria Selde is currently working as a Program Coordinator for
World Leadership School (http://worldleadershipschool.com/).
Starting as a high school student, she went on service trips
(Dominican Republic and Uganda) and that combination of travel and
service learning continued in college where she was involved in
Philadelphia-area programs and coordinated and led immersion trips
to Tanzania, El Salvador, and Kenya and researched global health
systems in Cuba and Guatemala. While at SJU, Maria also studied
abroad in the EU Program, spending a semester in Leuven, Belgium,
taking classes, and interning in the EU Parliament. After graduation,
Maria moved to Austin, Texas where she served as an AmeriCorps
Member with Communities In Schools. She case managed 20 at-risk
students in a Northeast Austin Public Middle School and addressed
academic, behavioral, and social service issues. Additionally, she led
students in groups focusing on leadership skill development, dropout
prevention, enrichment activities, and service learning. Today for
WLS, she coordinates sister school programs which bring students
from the US to sister schools in various parts of the world.
Maria loves going on adventures and being outdoors. You can find
her playing kickball on the National Mall, skiing down a mountain, or
exploring the festivals around DC.

Christina Wist, 2013
After graduation, Christina worked for an International
education program in Washington, which taught international
high school students English as well as the culture and history of
the area. Following the summer, she found a job as an assistant
to the owner of a small interior design company, while also
working as a server to help pay back college loans.
For six months Christina continuously applied to jobs in the DC
Metro area and did have a few interviews but never thought they
were “right.” Passionate about International Relations, Christina
had seen many jobs she would have loved to pursue but knew
that a Master’s degree was required. She decided to go back to
school to pursue International Development. In June of 2014, she
was accepted to participate in the Catholic University of
America’s Master’s program in Integral Economic Development
Management (IEDM). She chose to enroll in the one year
accelerated option; July 2015 is her expected graduation.
Currently interning at GlobalGiving, she is able to share her
knowledge of development while also learning transferable skills
that can be used in any nonprofit setting. The IEDM program has
built on her SJU education while also introducing new ideas and
skills needed as a development professional.

David Contosta, 2013
Since graduating, Dave has traveled extensively in the
United States and Latin America while also working various
jobs, from coaching middle school soccer, substitute teaching,
promoting events, and coordinating finances on a political
campaign, to working as a customer service representative.
Having these various jobs has helped Dave to realize what
types of careers he would-and would not–want. Currently,
Dave is working as an Event Specialist, traveling around the
country to set up business events for Lenovo. Securing this job
would not have been possible without the help of various IR
Program faculty who showed him that hard work and
perseverance really do pay off. Recently, Dave was accepted at
the University of Pittsburgh’s Masters Program in Public Policy
and Foreign Affairs, and he will defer until next fall in order to
save money to pay for his education and to enjoy traveling
some more. In the next 15 months before he starts his grad
program, Dave intends to stay on as an Event Specialist while
also taking trips to visit his brother in Tokyo and going to
Munich for Oktoberfest. (The picture shows Dave in Boca de
Yuna, Dominican Republic.)

Diana Silva, 2006
Diana A. Silva, Esq. graduated summa cum laude, after doublemajoring in International Relations and Political Science, with a minor
in Latin American Studies. During her junior year at SJU, Diana spent a
semester at The Washington Center Internship Program, where she
worked for the Center for International Policy. The summer before
senior year, Diana earned a research grant from SJU to travel to El
Salvador and perform research for her Honors Thesis related to postconflict democratization efforts. During her senior year, Diana also
participated in the Philadelphia Area Internship Program, working in
the strategic consulting division of Public Financial Management, a
Philadelphia-based financial services company dealing exclusively with
government and non-profit clients.
Building on the skills she developed through her internships, upon
graduation, Diana became an urban planner with the Municipality of
Norristown, PA, where she was responsible for procuring and managing
$5M in federal, state, and local grant funding annually. After several
years as a planner, Diana went to law school at Drexel University
Thomas R. Kline School of Law, graduating in 2011 with her J.D., magna
cum laude. Diana is an associate at the law firm of Manko, Gold,
Katcher & Fox, LLP in the Philadelphia-area, where she concentrates
her practice in environmental litigation.

Christina Mandreucci, 2013
An IR major and Italian minor, Christina studied
abroad in Rome, Italy during her junior year. There,
she took various core courses including Italian
Politics and Society, International Economics, and
International Law. As a senior, Christina interned at
the World Affairs Council of Philadelphia in the
Global Smarts Mentoring Program, where she
helped prepare middle school students from underresourced schools to participate in a region-wide Jr.
Model United Nations Conference.
Since graduating, Christina has moved to
Washington, D.C. to pursue a career on Capitol Hill.
She was previously a press intern in the Office of
Senator Marco Rubio, and is now a Staff Assistant
for the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. She
is excited for the bright future that awaits and is
looking forward to entering the field of
communications.

Scott Sikorski, 2003
Scott Sikorski is currently the Director of Legislation and
Policy for Pennsylvania Senate Majority Leader Jake
Corman. In this role, Scott directs all of Senator Corman’s
own legislation and analyzes caucus wide policy issues. To
date, Scott has been the Senator’s lead on legislation
dealing with statewide pensions, childcare protection
legislation, transportation funding, and his legislative
challenge of the NCAA sanctions on the Penn State
University. Previous to his position in the Majority Leader’s
Office, Scott worked as Senator Corman’s Legislation,
Policy and Communications Director during his 6 years as
Appropriations Chair. Prior to joining Senator Corman’s
staff, Scott worked as an intern, constituency relations,
legislative aide and finally Legislative Director for then
Pennsylvania State Senator Rob Wonderling.
Scott
graduated from Saint Joseph’s with a double major in
Political Science and International Relations and earned an
MPA at Penn State. He currently lives in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania, with his wife Kate and two amazing children,
Joey and Rose.

Kelley Powell, 2011
Kelley earned a double major in Political Science and International
Relations. During her time at SJU she was active in the College
Democrats and the Sustainability Club, and she was inducted into Pi
Sigma Alpha, the national Political Science Honor Society. Kelley also
studied abroad her junior year at the University of Westminster in
London, taking classes in European Foreign Policy and International
Security Studies and interning at Anti-Slavery International in London, a
group which seeks to eradicate slavery and human trafficking.
Kelley completed a summer internship in the Washington, DC Office
of U.S. Senator Barbara Mikulski during the summer of 2008. After
graduating from SJU in 2011, she was hired to be the Assistant to the
Chief of Staff in Senator Mikulski’s office. In 2013, she became a
Legislative Correspondent for the Senator, handling many different
policy issues including foreign affairs, the judiciary, immigration, and
defense. In April 2015, she was promoted to be Senator Mikulski’s
Legislative Assistant for defense. In this capacity, she handles defense
appropriations and defense related policy issues.
Kelley also completed the Foreign Policy Fellowship Program at the
Woodrow Wilson Center for Scholars in Washington, DC in December
2014. In addition, she recently completed her second year of law school
at the Columbus School of Law at Catholic University, where she is a
part-time evening student, and is expected to graduate with her JD in
the Spring of 2017.

Samuel Porter, 2004
Sam graduated with a double major in IR and Political Science
and a minor in History. After graduation, he worked as a paralegal
in a mid-sized NYC law firm and decided that a legal career was for
him. From 2006-09, Sam attended New York Law School and also
began working as an intern at Sportstars, Inc., a NYC-based agency,
doing contract research and client services for athletes. Even
before graduating, Sam became a full-time employee at Sportstars
in the basketball division. Soon, he became a Certified Agent with
both the National Basketball Players Association (NBPA) and the
International Basketball Association (FIBA). Sam also represented
football players in the NFL.
In 2012, Sam left Sportstars and became the Director of
Basketball Operations for Exclusive Sports Group, LLC, continuing
much of the same work, but also representing NCAA Division I
Head Basketball Coaches. As an agent, perhaps his most wellknown player is Gal Mekel, the second Israeli in the NBA, pictured
here with Sam, after signing with the Dallas Mavericks.
In 2015, Sam left basketball for soccer, joining DC United as the
Director of Business and Legal Affairs. He now oversees the team’s
legal matters including contracts with other business entities,
player and coach contracts, and human resources. DC United is in
the process of constructing a $300 million stadium inside
Washington DC, which is Sam’s current major responsibility.

Rachel Sellers, 2014
Rachel is currently in her second year at Temple
University’s Beasley School of Law, specializing in business
law with a concentration in taxation law. She is involved in
the Student Public Interest Network, a board member of
the Environmental Law Society, and a participant in the
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program.
While at SJU, Rachel was a double major in Political
Science and International Relations. She worked in the Faith
Justice Institute as a Placement Liaison for the work study
program and as a research assistant for Dr. Baglione. The
co-founder and secretary of the International Relations
Society, Rachel was also inducted into Pi Sigma Alpha,
Sigma Iota Rho, Phi Beta Kappa, and Alpha Sigma Nu. She
performed Summer Scholars research with Dr. Fukuoka.
During her sophomore year, Rachel spent a semester at
the Washington Center where she interned at the U.S.
Attorney’s Office in the Sex-Offense Domestic Violence
Division. As a junior, she interned with Mr. Trembeth, an
estate lawyer in Ardmore. As a senior, she was a youth
mentor with the World Affairs Council’s Global Smarts
Program.

