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This document specifies the recommendations of the GEP Oversight committee for GEP adjustments
applicable to the three University of the Sciences “direct entry” programs that will be part of a merged
and unified SJU.  Each program is subject to external accreditation requirements that would make it
challenging for students to complete all program requirements along with the full SJU GEP.  The
program-specific accommodations are intended to remain in place at least until the next wholesale
General Education review and revision. This proposal is based in part on a proposal of a summer 2021
“Merge-a-thon” working group comprising relevant SJU faculty and administrators.  Both this summer
working group and GEPO have also sought input from relevant University of the Sciences faculty and
administrators.

Two sets of accommodations are listed below, one for Pharm.D. students and one for students in three
different programs, namely, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, and Physician’s Assistant.  In each
case, the program is subject to strict external accreditation standards for the purposes of licensing
students for clinical practice.

1. Occupational Therapy, or Physical Therapy, or Physician’s Assistant
Course requirements: All signature and variable GEP course requirements

Note: First-Year Seminar course may be a program-specific required course (as is the case for
EDU and SPE students)
Note: Students fulfill their GEP Math requirement by taking any two Mathematics courses

Overlay requirements: Initially (any) two of four overlay areas will be required
Note: Review after two years to determine whether additional overlay areas may be required
Note: GEPO has discussed the importance of all students satisfying the diversity overlay and it
appears that OT students will do this as part of their normal curricular sequence

Electives:  Six free elective rule is waived
Note: Waiving the elective rule is necessary to meet specialty external accreditation
requirements and consistent with past practice (e.g., SPE and EDU majors)

2. Pharmacy Doctorate
Course requirements: Only the signature core is required (ENG 102, HIS 154, PHL 154, THE 15(x), First
Year Seminar, Faith and Reason)

Note: As part of their normal curricular sequence, Pharmacy Doctorate students will take
courses that satisfy several existing GEP variable requirements, namely, Math Beauty,
Social/Behavioral Science, Natural Science (Lab), and Writing (ENG 101)

Overlay requirements: Initially (any) two of four overlay areas will be required
Note: Review after two years to determine whether additional overlay areas may be required
Note: GEPO has discussed the importance of all students satisfying the diversity overlay and it
appears that Pharm.D. students will do this as part of their normal curricular sequence

Electives:  Six free elective rule is waived
Note: Waiving the elective rule is necessary to meet specialty external accreditation
requirements and consistent with past practice (e.g., SPE and EDU majors)


