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SJU Students Invited to Hear John Kerry
September 2, 2015 was a great day for 25 SJU students who had the privilege of
hearing Secretary of State John Kerry speak at the National Constitution Center about President Obama’s Iran nuclear deal. In attendance was a wealth of young minds because students from here, Penn, Temple, LaSalle, Swathmore, and Villanova were invited to hear
Kerry speak. Students from SJU included majors in Economics, International Relations,
and Political Science.
Convincingly and with a lot of charisma, John Kerry pitched the nuclear deal to the
people and warned of the effects of the deal being vetoed by congress. Kerry stressed that
rejecting the deal would potentially result in Iran increasing their efforts to develop nuclear
weapons and the deal could stop the efforts indefinitely.
“Rejecting this agreement would not be sending a signal of resolve to Iran…it would be
broadcasting a message so puzzling most people across the globe would find it impossible to
comprehend.”

The UK, China, Russia, France, and Germany already approved the deal and
the United States was divided over the deal. Facing a roadblock that could’ve prevented the deal from going through, John Kerry wanted to convince the general public that going through with the deal would be within America’s best interest.
In addition to students of the many universities in the
Philadelphia area, Mayor Nutter and U.S. Rep Chaka Fattah
were also in attendance for the speech. Outside the speech
there were protesters from StandWithUs, a pro-Israel nonprofit that opposes the nuclear deal. Representing StandWithUs was David Edman, who wore a "No Nukes for Iran"
button and carried a rolled up banner under his arm. The
banner was prohibited by security to be unfurled during the
speech.
-Jarrett Hurms ‘18

Meet the Eboard!
Last Spring, the Economics Undergraduate Society elected five new members to its E-Board for the 20152016 school year! This is your opportunity to learn the faces behind the names of those elected.

Kelsey Lazicki
Graduation year: 2016
(SENIOR HEY!)
Majors: Economics and Communications
Position: President
Involvement on Campus:
Human Resources Chair for
Hawk Host Organization, Recruitment Advisor for Phi Sigma Pi, and APEX participant
Fun Fact: My family is related
to the founder of K-Mart

John Fitzpatrick
Graduation year: 2017
Majors: Philosophy & Econ;
minor Justice and Ethics in
the Law
Position: Secretary
Fun Fact: I enjoy playing
guitar and practicing yoga

Jeromi Fernandez
Graduation year: 2016
Majors: Finance and Economics double major
Position: Vice President
Involvement on Campus:
Finance Society, Lambda Chi
Alpha, Latino Student Association, Capital Markets Club
Fun Fact: From Queens,
NY

Nick Hopkins
Graduation Year: 2016
Major(s): Economics; minor
in International Relations and
Business Intelligence
Position: Treasurer
Involvement on Campus:
SJU Men's rugby, rugby club
officer, econ society treasurer, Business Intelligence and
Technology society
Fun Fact: My greatgrandfather owned a bar on
Main St. in Manayunk

Chris Tobia
Graduation Year: 2016
Majors: Economics and English
double major
Position: Editor-in-Chief for
the Opportunist; Social Media
Coordinator
Fun Fact: I am related to a
member of Bruce Springsteen’s
E Street band

And a very special thank you to our awesome
coordinator Dr. Laura Crispin!

Interview With Dr. Pardo
This semester, the Economics Department welcomes back Dr. Cristian Pardo who spent time away on
sabbatical last year. Dr. Pardo went down to South America to the Universidad de Chile to work on his research
which he also presented there.
The weekly seminars at the university are considered by many to be some of the toughest in the world.
Dr. Pardo was able to present his research currently titled “Health Care Reform and Health Insurance Selection in
Chile” and received an excellent reception despite the high pressure of the event. He also spent a good deal of
time reworking another paper which he intends to submit to a journal soon. We all look forward to seeing the end
results of his work!
While at the university, he met with a number of interesting and knowledgeable faculty members in
the department whom he hopes to collaborate with in the future. Dr. Pardo’s family also accompanied him on his
trip and had a wonderful time. His children even learned a good deal of Spanish!
We all congratulate and welcome back Dr. Pardo to the Economics Department and St. Joseph’s
University!
-John Fitzpatrick ‘17

Spring Semester Wrap-Up
The 3rd Annual Alumni Networking Night and the Distinguished Guest Speaker highlighted our 2015
spring semester. Both occurred in March with more than 85 participants who attended Networking Night- including more than thirty alumni and ten industry partners! We look forward to our next Networking Night on
March 23rd! Many thanks go out to last year's Economics Society leaders, Mike Caruso, Rosemary Affatato, Nick
Paolizzi, Jon Jenkins, and Marco Orellano for making it such a success.
It was our honor to host Martin Gruenberg, the chairman of the Federal Deposit Insurance Commission
(FDIC), as our Distinguished Guest Lecturer. During his talk, he spoke candidly about the financial crisis and the
FDIC's role in stabilizing the banking industry and ensuring consumer confidence. Though the policy decisions
adopted at the time were controversial, understanding the mentality of key decision makers during that time of
crisis and uncertainty was fascinating. Perhaps the most engaging aspect of his visit was the small group discussion held over breakfast, in which several Economics majors had the opportunity to meet with Mr. Gruenberg
and discuss the role of the FDIC in the financial crisis. It was inspiring to hear his passion about his work with
the government, which concluded with his final advice that students pursue a career that they are passionate about
as well.

SJU Economics on Social Media

In an effort to connect our students, faculty, alumni, and employers in real time, the Economics Department is increasing its social media efforts. All are encouraged to follow the department on Facebook and Twitter. Using these sites, we'll be posting alumni updates and congratulations, job listings for economics majors, departmental events, and university updates. Dr. Crispin also live-tweets with photos from major department events
like Alumni Networking Nights and graduation. If you have any updates or information that you'd like to share,
please email Dr. C at lcrispin@sju.edu.
We also encourage all of our current students and alumni to get "linked in" with one another. This will
help to facilitate informal networking outside of our official networking night. The Undergraduate Economics
Society now has a group on Linked In (search for Saint Joseph's University Undergraduate Economic Society) that
all are welcome to join. Please contact the Economics Society President, Kelsey Lazicki, or Vice President, Jeromi
Fernandez, for more details.

www.facebook.com/econSJU

@econSJU

Your Opportunity to Write for The Opportunist!
One good way to beef-up your resume is to write for The Opportunist. The Opportunist is the Economics Department's newsletter and we need more students who can provide articles. What will you do? Maybe you
would interview an Economics graduate or a professor or write an article on the world economy today. Or maybe
you have something to say. If you are interested please let Dori know and the staff will
contact you and prep you for the next issue.
-Dr. Crispin
For more information, contact Dori Pappas at:
dpappas@sju.edu
610.660.1593

